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	Whatever it Takes

Rey and Kylo were always two separate parts of the force balancing themselves out through their bond, but keeping each other balanced was the last thing on their minds. The only thing Rey was feeling from Kylo was an immense rage and she _ate it up_. The last thing she needed right now was to break down and cry.

"They came to the base while you guys were following the lead that was given to Ben," Leia said, and then she turned to look at her son. He was still wearing his Knights of Ren uniform to help blend in with the First Order and make this operation easier to carry out, but everything crumbled before it had even begun and here he was with them and everyone already knowing him as a double agent. "Someone found you out and gave you false information." She couldn't see his reaction due to his mask but Rey was shaking with anger beside him.

Kylo activated his lightsaber, ready to destroy the closest object to him but Rey laid a hand on his arm, "Kylo… Ben. _Stop._" He let out a shaky breath and dropped to one knee. Rey moved her hand to his shoulder and moved closer to him. While he fed her his anger to keep her going she fed him her sadness through the bond to keep him grounded. One emotion for another.

"What are the casualties?" Rey asked Leia.

"Major property damage. Casualties are below one hundred people, they only took out whoever was guarding." Leia turned around, she didn't want to see their reactions when she finally told them the news. "It seemed they were only here to take Anakin."

A tearful gasp, steps, a whoosh of air, a thud, and then silence.

Leia felt a tap on her shoulder and turned around as her son brought her into an embrace. She felt his tears hit her face. She held him tight.

"Rey wants to go straight to them. She can feel him through the force. It feels broken but she can." His voice sounded broken. She held him tighter.

"You can't go there without backup. I'm not even sure if the board would approve it. They wouldn't want to send the last Jedi on a suicide mission."

"Mom… Anakin is _our son_. We can't lose him."

And Leia remembers the day almost twenty years past when she and Han left their son Ben with Luke. She remembers the years after the tragedy how every night she fell asleep she told herself _maybe I shouldn't have left him_. But you can't always avoid things, you can only deal with them. And maybe this time she won't lose anybody.

Rey was in the _Millennium Falcon_ when he found her. Whenever Rey needed some quiet time alone she could always be found on the small freighter. Ben found her at the ship's controls and when she sensed his presence she turned to face him. He watched as she wiped the tears off her eyes with the heel of her hand.

"I'm going straight to them, I don't care what their decision is," She feared for her son. She feared him growing up in a cold cruel world wondering if he has parents and if they'd ever come for him. She remembered the fourteen years she lived on Jakku and burst in tears, "I don't want my baby growing up alone."

Ben ran to her and caught her as they both slowly fell to the floor. She curled her fingers in his black robes and he only felt his rage dampened by the overwhelming sense of loneliness that always came when she remembered Jakku.

Even though he wasn't wearing his mask his voice still came out rough, "We'll get him back, I promise. Just stay with me, Rey, please."

"I can still feel him right now but… it's so faint. I'm scared, Ben, so scared."

The Board ended up approving the rescue mission within hours of the attack on the base. They wanted Anakin back because he was the result of the two most powerful force users in existence right now, and who knew what the First Order planned to do with him?

Poe led the attack on the First Order's elusive stronghold that held Snoke's seat of power. Rey and Ben followed closely behind in the _Millennium Falcon_ with Finn in the gunner seat and Chewbacca as copilot.

Finn saw Ben in one of the _Millennium Falcon_'s many hallways still dressed in his Knights of Ren blacks and without his mask. "So, do I need to call you Kylo Ren or Ben?"

Ben glared back at him, "Should I call you Finn or Traitor?"

"Seeing as you've been a Resistance double agent for a year and a half I think you're more a traitor than I am," Ben slammed his hand against the wall but Finn wasn't fazed. Gone were the days when he actually feared his rages.

Rey's voiced filtered through from the pilot's area, ""Hey! You two play nice, you hear!"

"We're just having a nice conversation," Ben yelled back to her.

"And it better stay that way. Not today guys, not today."

They stood in silence for a moment sizing each other up. Finn knew that this was a rescue mission for their son Anakin but for him it was hard to believe that Ben was Anakin's father. Ben Solo the caring father was a far cry from Kylo Ren the evil overlord he grew up knowing and he couldn't seem to believe they were the same person.

They started hearing Rey mentioning the fact that they were getting close to the First Order stronghold and they brushed past each other as they moved to their respective positions.

"I consider Anakin my nephew," Finn called out to Ben before they got too far from each other, "I might not trust you but I trust Rey's judgement," He climbed down the ladder as Ben looked at him and marveled at the fact that his son was lucky to have such loving people in his life.

When he got to the pilot area he could see that Poe and the other X-Wing fighters were hitting the base hard. Chewbacca sat on the left and Rey on the right, her hands slightly shaking as the ghosted over the _Millennium Falcon_'s controls. He put a hand on Rey's shoulder and she got up while reaching for saber staff. Ben turned to Chewbacca, "You remember the plan?"

Chewbacca grunted in agreement and grumbled out a question. "We'll be careful, you just get the ship back in and out in one piece, alright? You know how Rey and Mother love this ship." He got up and brought Ben and Rey in for a tight hug. As much as he wished it wasn't so one of their interactions before a battle might be their last one.

Rey and Ben stood at the _Millennium Falcon_'s entrance. Rey grabbed one of Ben's hands in her one and squeezed. She came closer to him and rested her head on his shoulder. Between their warring emotions of rage, fear, and sadness their bond was an absolute mess. They heard Chewbacca's grumble that everything was in place and Ben reached out and opened the entrance. Ben gave one Rey's hand one last squeeze before he activated his light saber and jumped out, Rey following closely behind.

They both used the Force to dampen their fall and once they reached the ground they were faced with an empty hangar and a tall woman with dark red, curly hair wearing black robes, another member of the elite Knights of Ren. The _Millennium Falcon_ roared up behind Rey and Ben blowing in a rush of air. Finn shot down the groups of Stormtroopers rushing in behind the female Knight and the TIE Fighter that were parked in the hangar.

"Oh, Kylo," She yelled out to them in a raspy voice, "Did you really think you could've fooled us for long?"

"My name is Ben Solo, Ivana," Ben yelled out with a roar, "Where is my son?"

The woman that he named Ivana laughed, "And to think you thought you could also hide him from us. Did you forget how Supreme Leader Snoke feels everything?" She activated her light saber and started to circle the two Jedi, "We started to get suspicious when you would give us information and disappear for weeks on end. Supreme Leader didn't want to believe it but we knew better. It's a wonderful feeling seeing his most prized pupil fall so far."

"Where is my son?!" Rey screamed out, panic beginning to rise in her voice.

Ivana gave Rey a quick glance, "Ah, so you brought your Jedi whore," She raised an eyebrow at Ben, "Is she the Resistance information that you were _studying_?"

Ben could've stopped Rey, but he didn't want to. He watched as she ran forward and Ivana placed herself in the defense position, struggling under each one of Rey's hits.

Ben moved to help her but was stopped by a nudging in the back of his mind, _I've got this_, Rey said through the bond, _you go for Anakin_, _bring him home_.

Ben felt Rey's connection to their son through the bond and followed it.

In moments they'll have Anakin back in their arms. Tonight they'll put him to sleep and everything will be okay.

Ben went by floor after floor. Stormtrooper after Stormtrooper. The building shook occasionally with the force of the X-wings and TIE Fighters' battle. It didn't matter to him, he was only focused on Rey's connection to their son.

Ben wasn't sure when but at one point Chewbacca joined his side, using his blaster to fight off anyone Ben couldn't get.

Ben searched his connection for Rey's lead on Anakin when suddenly he felt a pain so deep he fell. He could feel Chewie's hands on him, trying to keep him standing but he felt gravity pulling him down.

He was screaming. Or was he hearing someone else scream?

He looked up and instead saw Finn's worried face.

"Rey, please, what's wrong? Please stop screaming, it's ok I'm here."

Ben felt a black hole of emotion in their connection sucking everything in until they felt nothing.

Something wasn't right.

He couldn't feel Rey's connection to Anakin anymore.

Ben was jolted back into his body and heard Chewie yelling at him to wake. He felt the building shaking and could hear the incoming sound of the Stormtroopers blasters. He didn't feel like he was occupying his body anymore. He immediately blacked out.

The Resistance labeled their mission a success. They managed to run the First Order out of one of their own base and in doing so the Resistance gained First Order information and a new area of command. With all the information they had on their hands they could destroy the Order form the inside.

But Rey didn't consider it a success that everyone morning she would wake up in a panic because she couldn't find Anakin anywhere or that Ben refuses to help the Republic restart the Jedi Order. It wasn't a success that while the Resistance was able to celebrate their victory, she and Ben would have to live with their failure.


End file.
